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the foreigners.1 Such protection was necessary as,
naturally, the newcomers were not very popular with
the native weavers, and in 1340 the king had to send
orders to the Mayor of Bristol to cease from interfering
with Thomas Blanket and others who had set up machines
for making cloth, and had brought over workmen.2 The
vexation against which Blanket had appealed seems to
have been the regulation that every new weaving loom
was to pay 5s. id. to the Mayor, and 40^. to the alder-
men ; this rule was confirmed in 1346, but annulled in
I355-3
Before dealing with the various ordinances by which
the manufacture of cloth was controlled, it may be as
well to consider the processes through which the wool
passed before it reached the market, for
Cloth that corneth from the weaving is not comely
to wear
Till it be fulled under foot or in fulling stocks ;
Washen well with water, and with teasels cratched,
Towked and teynted and under tailor's hands.4
Having dropped into verse, we may perhaps continue
in that medium, and set out the various stages of the
manufacture in a poem,5 written in 1641, but equally
applicable to earlier times.
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